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Challenging & Censoring Books

A DISTANCE DIGITAL LIBERAL ARTS COURSE FROM COPLACDIGITAL
TO BE OFFERED SPRING 2019 | 2- 3:15 PM EST, MONDAY & WEDNESDAY

What makes a book “bad”2 Examining a censorship dispute reveals cultural battlegrounds
over topics like sex, race, religion, politics, language, and morality. Student teams will
examine a censorship challenge in their locality, placing the censorship theme and the
challenged work in local and historical contexis. Potential topics include challenges to
school reading curriculum, eftorts to ban or burn books, or the work of 19th- and 20th-
century anti-vice societies. Students can explore themes such as potential authorial intent,
reasons for adoption, and the basis for challenging and/or banning the book from use.
Using primary source materials, newspaper coverage, secondary literature, and oral
histories, students will tell the stories of these disputes through websites that feature digital

visualization fools such as story maps, timelines, or fext analysis to add new dimensions to
their interpretation.

Instructors

Rebecca Dierking, Assistant Professor of English Education, Truman State University

Cathy Moran Hajo, Assistant Professor of History, Ramapo College of New Jersey
Director of the Jane Addams Papers Project

Nominations from faculty and administrators will be accepted until October 5, 2018.

Nominate students at bit.ly /COPLACDigital

Course Video at

bit.ly/COPLACBurmVideo
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